Life at Lomond
Orla Sedgwick, S6

What brought you to Lomond School?
I came to Lomond in the middle of S3 and I’ve just finished
S6. I’m from the Isle of Seil, just south of Oban. My school
there wasn’t working out and I was really unhappy. So my
Mum and Dad thought I should have a new start.
Did pupils and staff make you feel welcome when you
joined?
There were a couple of boarders who had been here for
quite a long time, so they showed me around. And the
matrons always make you feel really welcome, they’re
the boarding house ‘mums’ who look after us. There was
one matron who started on the same day as me, so that
was quite nice. Everyone made me feel really welcome
and helped me along. And they pair you up with a buddy,
someone from the same form class who you can go into
school with.

Type of School:
Co-educational day and boarding school
Location:
Helensburgh, West Coast of Scotland
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Day 3-18, Boarding 9-18
Qualifications:
Highers & Advanced Highers
Nearest Airport:
Glasgow (40 minutes by car)
What do you like about Lomond School?
Because it’s small, there’s a personalised approach. My
last school was massive, we had really big classes, which
meant there was no respect for anybody. Coming here,
there’s a lot more respect from the teacher toward you—
they really care and they put on extra classes, so that’s
something that I really like. Since I came to Lomond, I’ve

really enjoyed going to school. It’s always a challenge, and
you’ve always got something to aim towards. The teachers
are constantly pushing you to do your best. They wouldn’t
settle for anything less.
What is boarding like at Lomond?
I weekly board, so I go back on the train from Helensburgh
to Oban on a Friday night, and then come back here on a
Monday. It works out really well, I definitely wouldn’t have
been able to come here if I couldn’t do that. Lomond are
one of the more flexible schools when it comes to signing
you out—you’re not restricted to staying on campus. Here,
you can go into Helensburgh, and you’re close to Glasgow,
which is great.
The boarding house has a nice family atmosphere. You
know everybody on quite a personal level, so you can have
a nice conversation with them. You’ll go into someone’s
room for a 5 minute chat and end up staying there for
hours on end! You make friends that you’ll keep after
school here, it’s different because you live with them.
Do you take part in extra-curricular activities?
I’ve done Duke of Edinburgh Bronze, Silver and Gold. I do
RDA (Riding for the Disabled Association) once or twice a
week, which I really enjoy. I also play the accordion and
the fiddle. I’d been playing both of them since before I
came here, and when I came to Lomond they found an
accordion teacher for me, which was really good of them.
Music is probably my favourite department, it’s very small
and niche, and the teacher is very dedicated and wants
you to succeed.
What is your favourite memory of Lomond School so far?
I really enjoyed going to Leipzig on a school trip. We flew
from Glasgow and got the train from Berlin to Leipzig. It
was a Music and sight-seeing trip, so we got to see a lot
of the city. We stayed with a family there, and they were
really nice.
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Has Lomond prepared you well for leaving school?
Yes, definitely. I’m going to the University of Edinburgh
to study Geography, and doing my Advanced Highers
at Lomond has really helped. Lomond has given me a
lot, especially in terms of teaching and the extra classes
they offer. We also did Life After Lomond, which was a
week-long course on life skills to help us when we go to
university—things like how to cook, how to budget, we even
had a self defence class.
What would you say to people considering boarding at
Lomond School?
Give it a go! I didn’t really want to come at first because
I thought I’d be homesick, but I’ve really enjoyed it.
Everyone makes you feel welcome, and there’s lots going
on. And definitely do the trial days if you’re unsure. I did
two days at school and two nights in the boarding house
as a little taster. So I got to meet some people, try some
classes, and I got a feel for the house. I really enjoyed that.

“Lomond has given me a
lot, especially in terms of
teaching and the extra
classes they offer.”
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