Life at Lomond
Safwan Sadi, T1

What brought you to Lomond School?
I’m in T1 (P6), I’ve been here since August 2017. I’m from
Dubai, and my parents wanted me to be independent and
learn in a boarding school. Then my Dad’s friend told us
about Lomond and how it’s a boarding school as well as a
day school.

Type of School:
Co-educational day and boarding school
Location:
Helensburgh, West Coast of Scotland
Age range:
Day 3-18, Boarding 9-18
Qualifications:
Highers & Advanced Highers
Nearest Airport:
Glasgow (40 minutes by car)
What was it like starting school at Lomond?
Everyone made me feel welcome and it was really nice of
them. When you first come here, you have a buddy and
they show you around the school. My buddy made me feel
really welcome and I got settled into a group. If I needed
any help, he would help me.
The teachers made me feel really welcome as well,
especially in the boarding house. And the matrons were
really nice. They used to help me get my stuff out in the
morning. They’d help me with everything.
What do you like about boarding?
I like the people in the boarding house, I settled in really
well. When I arrived, the first two people I met were two of
the older boarders, who are my friends now, and they both
knocked and came into my room and the first thing they
said was “Are you new? Are you settling in well?” And one
of them was from Dubai!

We also have all sorts of activities in the boarding house,
and the house parents keep us busy. We normally go on
trips, and we play football outside on the astroturf and
basketball in the sports hall. And we always have a laugh
when we come back from school. It’s just exciting and fun.
Do you find it easy to keep in touch with your family at
home?
In a week, I’ll speak to my family at least 5 times. And I go
home during the big holidays.
What do you think of the extra-curricular opportunities
at Lomond?
I like getting involved in outdoor learning, because I
like activities that keep me busy. This year we went to
Lockerbie for 5 days. We had 21 activities. We had all
sorts of stuff like stand-up paddle-boarding, canoeing,
kayaking, rifle-shooting, mountain-biking, crate-stacking,
and lots more. So it was quite fun. I also do tennis and
athletics, where I see most of my friends from T1, as well as
rugby and cricket.
What are your favourite subjects?
My favourite subjects are Maths, Languages, Drama and
Art. I’m interested in everything, because I like studying.
Mostly I like studying about Ancient History, I’m quite
interested in that.
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“The teachers made me
feel really welcome”

What are your goals after school?
After school, my aim is to go to Oxford or Cambridge. I
think the teachers here will help me achieve that goal.
I want to be an Electronic Architect. They’re the people
who design electronic systems, like in big skyscrapers. I’ve
always been interested in that, and I’ve learned things in
school, especially in T1 here, about how technology was
invented. So now I want to invent something new that the
world can use.
What has been your biggest achievement at Lomond
School so far?
My biggest achievement so far was probably the Jaguar
Primary School Challenge. We made a team and then we
built a model car and tested it. In the competition, there
were heats with other primary schools—and we placed
third in the heats, so we got through! And then in the
regional finals we came third again. My team sadly didn’t
get through to the national finals, but our other friends got
through in first place! It was exciting and a lot of fun.

What is your favourite memory of Lomond so far?
Definitely the Boarders’ Review. Around Christmas time,
we go into the school and have dinner with the Principal.
We have our Christmas dinner and then we have a show.
People act and sing and make up poems, and we present
to all the boarders in St Bride’s Hall. And after that we
normally have a dance.
Would you recommend boarding at Lomond? What
advice would you give to new boarders?
Definitely. My advice would be, don’t be scared, you get
settled in quite fast and people will help you around. And
it’s really exciting staying in the boarding house, because
there are lots of activities and we normally have a trip on
Sundays. Yesterday we had a trip to the cinema for our
end-of-year fun day, and then we had a barbecue.
I’ve only been here for one year and, from what I’ve
experienced, I definitely want to stay at Lomond for a long
time!
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